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Even a century later, the Russian 

Revolution still evokes a wide array of 

responses from comrades within the 

modern socialist movement  ᶅ its leaders 

and heroes have legions of followers who 

idealize the political theories now 

bearing their names, while those same 

figures and ideals have ardent detractors 

and self - professed adversaries across 

the socialist spectrum; its methods and 

practices, still widely studied and 

debated, are adored by scores and 

detested by others. There is no simple 

analysis of the Russian Revolution, but 

what can be said is that, for better or 

worse, it has redefined socialism in this 

country and all across the globe and 

created within the socialist movement 

wounds which may never heal and visions 

which may never be achieved.  

  

The articles contained here seek less to 

analyze, endorse, or debate the historic 

revolution, which brought socialism, for 

the first time in its history, to the 

forefront of global politics, but more so 

to examine what lessons can be learned 

from it and how those lessons can be 

applied to the modern struggle. Just like 

the revolutions and revolutionary 

governments which ruled China during the 

time of Mao and Cuba during the time of 

Castro and Che, the October Revolution of 

1917 has created a cult - of personality: 

not only its leaders but the nation itself. 

One pilgrimages to Russia to see Red 

Square and other Soviet - era relics not 

simply because of the importance its  

leaders have taken in the collective mind  

 

of socialists worldwide but to view the 

grandeur of the land and set foot on the 

grounds which shook the world in the 

early 1900s. Of course I exaggerate, but 

the concept is very much there, and the 

intrinsic importance of this movement 

from the perspective of the modern 

socialist experience cannot be argued  ᶅ

indeed, it may be the only thing that 

cannot be argued about the Russian 

Revolution.  

  

Socialists will continue to debate the 

Russian Revolution for another 100 years, 

provided the ideologies credited to its 

makers do not destroy us before then, and 

there will never be a consensus on what 

place it should hold in the modern 

struggle  ᶅ between Trotskyism, Leninism 

and Stalinism alone, there is enough 

vitriol and contempt to sink many a 

mighty vessel. But it is because of that 

fact that this revolution still defines 

many of us as socialists  ᶅ and likewise 

divides many of us as well  ᶅ that it should 

be discussed and debated, dissected and 

examined under bright light and sharp 

vision. While impassioned quarrels will 

still ensue, and battle lines will be drawn 

again and again, we can only fail in our 

ultimate mission if we miss the 

opportunity to use this experience, and 

the people who have risen to political 

history with it, as a lesson to be learned 

today and taught tomorrow.  

 

Adam Powell  

Executive Editor  

Introduction  
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How The Russian Revolution of 

1917 Energized and Divided  

U.S. Socialists  

By David Keil  

The  Bolshevik - led  insurrection of  October  1917 

inspired the Socialist Party of America, but also 

led to a fatal division of socialists that has 

lasted to this day. Decades after the fall of the 

Soviet Union, socialists are divided among 

numerous organizations that cannot agree to work 

together on what kind of society they propose, or 

what kind of party to build. They also disagree on 

what went right and wrong in Russia. The 

centennial of the Russian revolution gives us a 

chance to look at why it has so divided socialists.  

The Socialist Party of America (SPA) welcomed the 
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overturning of capitalism in Russia after 1917 

ϡϮϤΞϴϨϥΞϣϲϥϡϴϩϯϮΞϯϦΞϡΞϳϴϡϴϥΞϢϡϳϥϤΞϯϮΞϷϯϲϫϥϲϳᶯΞ

councils, called soviets. This was the first 

enduring revolutionary movement in history 

that declared an end to class society and 

seized the means of production for the use of 

the working people.  

But by 1920, American communist supporters 

of the Bolshevik leadership in Russia had left 

the SPA, splitting into three opposing groups 

seeking the official approval of the new 

Communist International, headquartered in 

Moscow. Ten years later, communists were 

ϣϡϬϬϩϮϧΞ ϳϯϣϩϡϬϩϳϴϳΞ ᶲϦϡϳϣϩϳϴϳᶳΞ ϡϮϤΞ ϡϴϴϡϣϫϩϮϧΞ

their public meetings.  

How did this happen? How can socialists in the 

U.S. work together today to build an effective 

political alternative to the capitalist two -

party system?  

The Fatal Split in the SPA  

Two deadly flaws in the U.S. socialist 

movement 100 years ago were:  

1. A tendency of socialist leaders to 

seek gradual reform as an alternative 

to working to replace the capitalist 

system in the U.S. and end its drive for 

global dominance.  

2. A tendency of the pro - Bolshevik wing 

to follow misguided directives from the 

Communist International in Moscow to 

abandon the existing, mostly healthy, 

SPA and prepare for civil war and 

revolution in the U.S.  

The Woodrow Wilson administration ordered an 

invasion of Russia to crush the socialist 

revolution. Wilson also ordered Attorney 

General Palmer to organize raids on socialist 

meetings, and to arrest and deport activists. 

In Seattle, workers seized the city with a 

general strike in 1919. But unlike Russia, the 

U.S. did not enter into a revolution or a civil 

war.  

The Communist (Third) International, launched 

in 1919 by the leaders of the Russian 

Revolution, offered itself as an alternative to 

the Second (Socialist) International (SI). The 

SI shattered in World War I, when the socialist 

parties in Germany, France, and Britain 

supported their own capitalist rulers in 

waging wars against each other for the right 

to exploit colonies in Africa, the Middle East, 

and Asia. It was a shocking betrayal. Even the 

SPA leadership was divided over World War I, 

with some supporting the U.S. when it entered 

the war in 1917, and some taking a passive 

attitude toward antiwar activity. The U.S. 

socialist leader Eugene V. Debs became 

imprisoned for years because he spoke out 

against the war.  

Antiwar socialists were bitter over the 

betrayal of socialist leaders who surrendered 

to the imperialist war hysteria of 1914 and 

after and who drove out the Socialist Party 

left wing, expelling up to two - thirds of SP 

members. This was likely the original 

political trauma experience that has divided 

socialists for a hundred years and counting. 

The beloved German/Polish revolutionary Rosa 

ϋϵϸϥϭϢϵϲϧΞϤϥϣϬϡϲϥϤΞϴϨϥΞϓψΞᶲϡΞϳϴϩϮϫϩϮϧΞϣϯϲϰϳϥέᶳΞ

Yet, it has survived; Democratic Socialists of 

America belongs to the SI, as do parties that 

have governed in France, Spain, and Germany.  

By 1912, the SPA had become a mass party, with 

numerous daily newspapers, elected officials, 

and state organizations with thousands of 

members each. It benefited from hard - won 
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democratic rights that prevailed in the U.S. 

and celebrated the Russian Revolution of 1917 

for many years.  

Bolshevism and the Communist International  

In contrast to the SPA, the Bolshevik Party 

grew under a brutal capitalist dictatorship 

headed by the royal family of Czar Nicholas, 

with its feared secret police and its anti -

Jewish riots (pogroms) organized by the state. 

The Bolshevik leader Vladimir Lenin and 

others developed an organization structure 

ϫϮϯϷϮΞ ϡϳΞ ᶲϤϥϭϯϣϲϡϴϩϣΞ ϣϥϮϴϲϡϬϩϳϭΫᶳΞ ϷϨϩϣϨΞ

offered the strict discipline required to 

survive.  

The Bolshevik Party emerged from the Russian 

Social Democratic Labor Party (RSDLP); 

ϢϯϬϳϨϥ϶ϩϫΞϭϥϡϮϳΞᶲϭϡϪϯϲϩϴϹᶳΞϩϮΞϒϵϳϳϩϡϮέΞϋϥϮϩϮᶯϳΞ

group won a majority at the 1903 congress of 

the RSDLP, based on the practice of a new, 

stricter definition of membership. The 

ϭϩϮϯϲϩϴϹΞ ᶲόϥϮϳϨϥ϶ϩϫᶳΞ ϧϲϯϵϰΞ ϣϯϥϸϩϳϴϥϤΞ ϷϩϴϨΞ

the Bolsheviks in the RSDLP for about ten 

years. After the overthrow of the Czar in 

February 1917, Mensheviks participated in 

coalition governments and supported 

continuation of the Russian war alliance with 

France.  

A significant development that made possible 

the October Revolution was the insight that 

the character of the Russian revolution was 

socialist. Russian socialists for decades held 

that the current revolution was democratic, 

but not socialist. Similar theories have 

persisted even into the 21st century. The 

Russian Revolution thus initiated a historical 

era of socialist revolution.  

Once in power, the Bolsheviks projected their 

Russian experience, of centralized party 

building under dictatorship, internationally. 

They launched the Communist International as 

a single, disciplined, international party. 

τϡϣϨΞϮϡϴϩϯϮϡϬΞϵϮϩϴΞΧᶲϳϥϣϴϩϯϮᶳΨΞϷϡϳΞϲϥϱϵϩϲϥϤΞϴϯΞ

apply strict democratic centralism. The 

International expelled all who embraced 

ᶲϲϥϦϯϲϭϩϳϴᶳΞϴϨϥϯϲϩϥϳΫΞϡΞϲϥϱϵϩϲϥϭϥϮϴΞϴϨϡϴΞϴϨϥΞ

ᶲαΰΞ ςϯϮϤϩϴϩϯϮϳᶳΞ ϦϯϲΞ ϭϥϭϢϥϲϳϨϩϰΞ ϩϮΞ ϴϨϥΞ ςψΞ

sought to impose on parties that applied to 

join.  

Whereas the SPA (until its purge of the left 

wing) was a multi - tendency party, politically 

and organizationally, the CI imposed a single 

theory and a single discipline. A multi -

tendency party tolerates diverse views within 

a common program and principles, including 

the right of members to form internal 

subgroups to work for their common views. In 

practice, what has been called democratic 

centralism tends to discourage or crush 

independent opinion.  

When some supporters of the Communist 

International left the SPA, they took a chance 

on the new kind of party modeled on the 

Russian experience. Their experiment failed 

immediately in the very different political 

environment of the U.S.  --  different factions 

϶ϩϥϤΞϦϯϲΞϴϨϥΞᶲϦϲϡϮϣϨϩϳϥᶳΞϯϦΞϴϨϥΞςψΞϡϮϤΞϴϨϥΞϲϩϧϨϴΞ

to apply their strict discipline on U.S. 

Communists. Two of these groups claimed the 

ϮϡϭϥΞᶲςϯϭϭϵϮϩϳϴΞϐϡϲϴϹᶳΞϡϮϤΞϰϵϢϬϩϳϨϥϤΞϰϡϰϥϲϳΞ

called The Communist. Eventually a single 

Communist Party was established.  

While the SPA had weaknesses of its own, the 

ςψᶯϳΞϥϸϰϥϲϩϭϥϮϴΞϷϩϴϨΞϤϥϭϯϣϲϡϴϩϣΞϣϥϮϴϲϡϬϩϳϭΞϩϮΞ

the U.S. was a disaster. By imposing a single 

theory on all members of the party, the CI 

created an autocratic regime that suppressed 

the smallest dissent. The CP by the late 1920s 
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ϷϡϳΞ ϡϮΞ ϩϭϰϬϥϭϥϮϴΞ ϯϦΞ ωϯϳϥϦΞ ϓϴϡϬϩϮᶯϳΞ

dictatorship in Moscow, branding the SPA and 

ϯϴϨϥϲΞ ϓϐϳΞ ϡϳΞ ᶲϳϯϣϩϡϬΞ ϦϡϳϣϩϳϴᶳΞ ϡϮϤΞ ϨϥϬϰϩϮϧΞ

divide the labor movement in Germany as the 

Nazis rose toward power.  

Imposing a single theory and discipline in a 

society like the U.S. inevitably and endlessly 

divides socialist organizations. The 

fracturing of communism in the U.S. proceeds 

to this day, with each decade experiencing new 

splits within a growing number of tiny sects. 

When political parties suppress ideological 

differences in a changing world, splits are 

inevitable.  

The Decline of the Russian Revolution  

Once in power, bolshevism, created in the hot 

oven of Czarist dictatorship, reflected its 

ϯϲϩϧϩϮϳέΞυϲϯϭΞϡΞϰϬϡϮΞϦϯϲΞϷϯϲϫϥϲϳᶯΞϤϥϭϯϣϲϡϣϹΞ

via soviets, Bolshevik (Communist) Party 

leadership transformed itself into one - party 

rule. This occurred in part because of the 

exhaustion or death of great numbers of the 

most class - conscious and energetic worker 

defenders of the revolution, due to the civil 

war and the invasion of Russia by imperialist 

countries, including the U.S.  

But it also occurred by decisions of Bolshevik 

leaders, including Lenin, to expand the powers 

of the Cheka, the secret police of the soviet 

state. By 1921, the Communist Party was 

effectively the only party permitted under 

the state. Rosa Luxemburg and U.S. socialist 

leaders protested some of the unjust 

repressive measures of the Russian 

leadership.  

In 1921, the Red Army, under Leon Trotsky, 

crushed a rebellion by workers and sailors at 

the Kronstadt military base, giving a measure 

of the distance between the new state and 

many ordinary Russians. By 1929, Stalin had 

consolidated power enough to put Trotsky in 

exile. By 1936 - 37, Stalin had murdered the 

majority of the Russian Bolshevik leaders who 

had led the revolution.  

Thus, as happened in the French Revolution, an 

idealistic leadership led the overturn of an 

autocratic political regime and exploitive 

social system; then turned inward to 

persecute dissent ing revolut ionists. 

Subsequently, rising elements of the once -

revolutionary regime murdered that 

leadership. The revolution in Russia became a 

counter - revolution.  

The tragedy of Lenin, who died in 1924, is 

particularly painful. Lenin had contributed 

significantly to socialist thought with his 

writings on the capitalist state (which he said 

must be replaced, not reformed) and on the 

monopoly stage of capitalism, which he called 

imperialism. Lenin sought to limit the rise of 

bureaucratic authoritarianism, but he also 

enabled some of its expressions via the 

Communist International and the Russian 

state.  

Stalin falsely claimed Lenin as his teacher. 

ϓϴϡϬϩϮᶯϳΞ ϤϩϣϴϡϴϯϲϳϨϩϰΞ ϡϮϤΞ ϯϮϥ- party 

Communist Party rule, which lasted from 

about 1928 to 1991, exacerbated the trauma of 

the betrayal of socialist antiwar principles in 

1914. Millions began associating socialism 

with murderous dictatorial rule. Together 

these betrayals sealed the split of the 

socialist movement, which occurred after the 

Russian Revolution.  
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Decline of the SPA and Emergence of the 

Socialist Party USA  

After the departure of the pro - Bolshevik 

groups, and with the emergence of leaders like 

Norman Thomas, the Socialist Party of 

America as part of the Socialist International 

drifted toward Democratic President 

ϒϯϯϳϥ϶ϥϬϴᶯϳΞύϥϷΞσϥϡϬΞϰϯϬϩϣϩϥϳΫΞϡϮϤΞϥ϶ϥϮϴϵϡϬϬϹΞ

toward the Democratic Party and Cold - War 

anti - communism. During the Vietnam War, 

some socialist leaders even backed the U.S. 

orgy of mass murder in Vietnam. Their antiwar 

socialist energy was exhausted.  

In 1972, the SPA split into three groups. The 

Social Democrats USA supported Nixon and the 

U.S. war in Vietnam. The Democratic Socialists 

of America oriented permanently to the 

Democratic Party. The Democratic Socialists 

of America oriented permanently to the 

Democratic Party. Today, it has grown very 

rapidly since the Trump election. Finally, the 

Socialist Party USA (SPUSA), an anti -

imper ia l is t  o rganizat ion,  advocates 

independent political action. The SPUSA has 

grown over time and has locals or organizers 

in thirty states.  

The SPUSA rejects the democratic centralist 

method of organizing. Instead, it works as a 

multi - tendency party. The SPUSA accepts 

members based on agreement with the 

published principles and program of the 

party. It does not impose strict discipline or 

official theories mandatory for all members. 

It welcomes diverse views.  

Some critics claim that an open, multi -

tendency socialist organization must be a 

ᶲϳϷϡϭϰΫᶳΞ ϷϩϴϨϯϵϴΞ ϡΞ ϣϬϥϡϲΞ ϧϲϯϵϮϤϩϮϧΞ ϯϲΞ

foundation. However in fact, SPUSA offers a 

radical, innovative, and lucidly socialist 

political outlook. Members experience a 

lively and energetic political experience; 

hardly a morass. We apply our program via 

local meetings and bring proposals to our 

conventions using a grassroots - based 

process. We elect members of our National 

Committee without winner - take - all faction 

fights, and we find ways to work together 

while having different opinions about current 

and historical events.  

ϔϨϥΞϓϐϕϓπΞϤϯϥϳϮᶯϴΞϨϡ϶ϥΞϡϮΞϯϦϦϩϣϩϡϬΞϴϨϥϯϲϹΞϯϦΞ

the Russian Revolution. Some SPUSA members 

look back to the Bolsheviks, while others find 

inspiration in Mensheviks, anarchist leaders 

like Makhno, or non - Bolshevik Communist 

tendencies in post - 1917 Russia. We have more 

urgent agenda points than deciding official 

p a r t y  p h i l o s o p h i e s ,  t h e o r i e s ,  o r 

interpretations of history.  

The SPUSA held its 2017 convention in New 

York City October 20 - 22. Delegates expressed 

diverse views on matters at hand and cast a 

number of divided votes on resolutions. They 

elected a politically diverse, mostly female 

National Committee. Goals expressed since the 

convention include more inclusion of non -

white members in leadership bodies.  

A hundred years after the Russian Revolution, 

the U.S. working class faces serious threats: 

war, mass deportations, union busting, 

takeaways of hard - ϷϯϮΞ ϷϯϭϥϮϳᶯΞ ϡϮϤΞ ϋφρϔϑΞ

rights, the threat of autocratic rule, 

increasing fascist violence.  

 

 

 

 



9 

 

Revolution and Counter - Revolution in  

Russia and the U.S.  

The centenary of the Russian Revolution has 

inspired condemnation in the U.S. media as the 

birth of  total itar ian dictatorship. 

Dictatorship is as old as absolute monarchy. 

What frightens liberal writers is social 

revolution.  

The French social revolution abolished 

feudalism, which semi - enslaved farmers. The 

U.S. civil war of 1861 - 1865 was a social 

revolution that formally abolished slavery. 

The 1917 October Revolution in Russia 

abolished capitalist exploitation.  

In each case, a counter - revolutionary 

reaction followed or accompanied the 

revolutionary overturn. The U.S. counter -

revolution, sometimes called Jim Crow, 

persists today in racist police violence and 

KKK or alt - right groups, and is symbolized in 

statues, flags, and the current occupant of the 

White House.  

Sometimes counter - revolution follows 

revolution, as in France and Russia, sometimes 

it pre - empts, as in fascist coups  ᶅSpain, 1936, 

Chile, 1973. Hitler and Mussolini led counter -

revolutions that succeeded because the 

working class was divided in the decades after 

1917.  

Going forward  

Today U.S. politics is polarizing between the 

ᶲϰϯϬϩϴϩϣϡϬΞ ϲϥ϶ϯϬϵϴϩϯϮᶳΞ ϯϦΞ σϥϭϯϣϲϡϴϩϣΞ

candidate Bernie Sanders and the racist 

reaction of Trump and Bannon. Three generals 

have been chosen  ᶅ ominously  ᶅ to screen or 

baby - sit the hate - tweeting president. The 

two capitalist parties successfully invite  

rejection. The way is open for a socialist 

political alternative with massive support.  

Our multi - tendency organizing, and our 

political principles, reflect what we have 

learned from the October Revolution and many 

other events: that a socialist transformation 

requires the initiative of the working class 

itself, rather than only of a self - appointed 

ϥϬϩϴϥΞϯϲΞᶲ϶ϡϮϧϵϡϲϤέᶳΞψϴΞϲϥϱϵϩϲϥϳΞϴϨϡϴΞϡϣϴϩ϶ϩϳϴϳΞ

share initiatives, responsibilities, and 

decision making with each other, with all 

members invited to contribute their ideas and 

talents. It requires a multi - tendency party 

that helps unify the action of the oppressed 

and that fosters a multi - party political 

system and a democratically run, cooperative 

economy.  
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Disclaimer: While I can tell you the 

difference between a Bolshevik and a 

Menshevik, I am not an expert on the Russian 

ϒϥ϶ϯϬϵϴϩϯϮΞϢϹΞϡϮϹΞϭϥϡϮϳέΞυϯϲΞϴϨϡϴΞϲϥϡϳϯϮΫΞψᶯ

ll restrict myself to brief general 

comments. Any factual errors or oversights 

in historical analysis are mine and mine 

alone, or that of counter - revolutionaries 

whose unquestioned purging I would 

ϤϥϦϩϮϩϴϥϬϹΞ ϮϯϴΞ ϢϥϮϥϦϩϴΞ ϦϲϯϭΞ ϡϮϤΞ ϷϨϯΞ ψᶯ϶ϥΞ

never, ever been photographed with. 

ϗϨϡϴϥ϶ϥϲᶯϳΞϭϯϳϴΞϣϯϮ϶ϥϮϩϥϮϴέΞ 

I  was born in August 1991, a few short 

months before the Soviet Union finally 

collapsed, brought down by the efforts of 

the United States and its capitalist allies, a 

bureaucratized and detached ruling class 

that forgot what it meant to be socialist 

long ago, and the dissatisfaction of its own 

people. As an infant, I was too young and 

politically naive to appreciate the 

significance of this moment, more 

concerned with storming a different kind of 

Winter Palace than anything else.  I never 

had any personal connection to the USSR, 

whether positive or negative, no reason to 

celebrate or mourn its demise. My family, as 

far as I remember, did not discuss the topic.  

In a way, I think this was a blessing. 

Although I was no doubt exposed to some of 

the false propaganda about the Soviet 

legacy in school, my eventual relationship 

with the first socialist state, and by 

extension, the revolution that produced it, 

was relatively free of any Cold War baggage. 

As I grew older and started learning about 

ϳϯϣϩϡϬϩϳϭΫΞψΞϣϯϵϬϤϮᶯϴΞϨϥϬϰΞϢϵϴΞϢϥΞϩϮϳϰϩϲϥϤΞϢϹΞ 

 

that spark that set the world on fire: the 

Russian Revolution.   

The Russian Revolution was, is, and always 

will be a powerful example of what human 

beings are capable of when they choose to 

ϦϩϧϨϴΞ ϦϯϲΞ ϬϩϢϥϲϡϴϩϯϮέΞ ψᶯϭΞ ϮϯϴΞ ϳϰϥϡϫϩϮϧΞ ϯϦΞ

gifted individuals like Lenin, or even 

parties like the Bolsheviks, no matter their 

personal talents and skills or the 

correctness of their lines. Such people and 

groups are vital for a successful 

revolution, but I speak here of the people. 

No tyrant, no dictatorship, no gilded elite 

is powerful enough to match the might, the 

courage, or the intelligence of the masses 

when they decide to seize the reins of 

history and advance. Their wealth does not 

protect them. Their armies rot from the 

inside out as soldiers rejoin the people, and 

those killers that remain are overwhelmed. 

All of the silly, dangerous, evil lies they 

tell the oppressed to keep them trampled 

underfoot, and themselves to keep their 

consciences clean, evaporate into air. Their 

icons are shattered into dust. Their power, 

which seemed so insurmountable before, is 
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revealed to rest on a bed of sand and, in the 

ruins of that power, working people can 

build a new and better world. These are 

lessons that all great revolutions and 

revolutionaries have passed on to us, even 

when they were unsuccessful or flawed. The 

Russians have taught us this. The Chinese 

have taught us this. The Haitians have 

taught us this. Cubans, Puerto Ricans, 

Mexicans, Syrians, Palestinians, New 

Africans, Filipinos, and Indians, among so 

many others, have taught us this, and 

continue to teach us today. Those who 

aspire to the emancipatory promise of 

socialism, of communism, cannot afford to 

ignore them.  

As residents of the United States, we have a 

special responsibility to learn these 

lessons. Unlike Czarist Russia, America is 

not a semi - feudal outpost of capitalism, 

but the bloody heart of imperialism and 

ϣϡϰϩϴϡϬέΞψϴΞϨϡϳΞϩϴϳΞϲϩ϶ϡϬϳΫΞϢϵϴΞϩϴᶯϳΞϳϴϩϬϬΞϴϨϥΞ

most powerful and aggressive capitalist 

power, the one that continues to wreak the 

most havoc on the world today. Because of 

this, it is incumbent on those of us who live 

in the belly of the beast to help kill it from 

ϴϨϥΞϩϮϳϩϤϥΞϯϵϴέΞϔϨϩϳΞϷϯϮᶯϴΞϢϥΞϥϡϳϹέΞψϮΞϭϡϮϹΞ

ways, the US socialist movement is much 

weaker than its counterparts elsewhere, 

divided by petty sectarianism, content to 

talk in circles, caught up in following this 

dead - end candidate or that discredited 

strategy, and crippled by our refusal to 

aggressively confront the settler - colonial 

mindset that puts whites, and especially 

ϢϯϵϲϧϥϯϩϳΞϷϨϩϴϥΞϭϥϮΫΞϩϮΞϴϨϥΞϤϲϩ϶ϥϲᶯϳΞϳϥϡϴΫΞ

while diminishing the power and ideas of 

oppressed - nations' people -  women, LGBTQ 

folks, and working - class people. How can we 

expect the chief beneficiaries of capitalism 

to lead the charge against it? We have our 

work cut out for us.  

But every revolution was impossible until 

ϩϴΞ ϷϡϳϮᶯϴέΞ ρϥϦϯϲϥΞ ΰθΰζΫΞ ϷϨϯΞ ϣϯϵϬϤΞ Ϩϡ϶ϥΞ

predicted that a society as backwards as the 

ϒϵϳϳϩϡϮΞ τϭϰϩϲϥΫΞ ϮϯϴΞ ϡϮΞ ᶲϡϤ϶ϡϮϣϥϤᶳΞ ϮϡϴϩϯϮΞ

like Germany or France, would become the 

birthplace of the first socialist state and 

the epicenter of global revolution? Who 

would have predicted that the reactionary 

land of the Czars, where serfdom was still in 

living memory, would become a beacon of 

light for countless millions suffering from 

exploitation, degradation, and oppression 

across the planet? The triumph of the 

Russian Revolution was not pre - ordained by 

any god or historical force. It was not 

handed down by an all - knowing vanguard or 

an enlightened leader. It was built through 

the tireless commitment, bravery, and 

intelligence of the people and those who 

served them: the female textile workers who 

raised hell in the streets of Petrograd; the 

workers and soldiers who formed and 

defended the soviets in the factories and 

ϴϨϥΞϢϡϲϲϡϣϫϳκΞϴϨϥΞϰϥϡϳϡϮϴϳΞϷϨϯΞϤϩϤϮᶯϴΞϷϡϩϴΞ

for any orders to seize their land back; and 

yes, the Bolsheviks and other professional 

revolutionaries who constantly agitated 

and organized amongst the masses for years. 

They opened the doors to a new world, and 

helped pave the path for us to do it again.  

On this red centennial, we would do well to 

remember that.  




